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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 

The preliminary amendment filed on 3/8/2004 and 8/5/2003 have been entered. 
The information disclosure statement filed on 11/3/2003 has been entered. Claims 1- 
20, 33-55 have been canceled. Claims 21-34, and 56-75 are presented for 
examination. 



Double Patenting 

The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created 
doctrine grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the 
unjustified or improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a patent 
and to prevent possible harassment by multiple assignees. See In re Goodman, 1 1 
F.3d 1046, 29 USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 
USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 
1982); In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970);and, In re Thorington, 
41 8 F.2d 528, 1 63 USPQ 644 (CCPA 1 969). 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .321(c) may be 
used to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory double 
patenting ground provided the conflicting application or patent is shown to be commonly 
owned with this application. See 37 CFR 1.130(b). 

Effective January 1 , 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a 
terminal disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with 
37 CFR 3.73(b). 

Claims 21- are rejected under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness-type 
double patenting as being unpatentable over the claims of U.S. Patent No. 6,619,549 
[herein after referred as the '549 patent). Although the conflicting claims are not 
identical, they are not patentably distinct from each other because essentially recites the 
same limitations. 

Claim 21 is rejected in view of claim 1 of the '549 patent. Similar to claim 21, 



claim 1 of the '549 patent recites: 
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1 . A bar code symbol reading device comprising: 

a bar code symbol reading engine for reading bar code symbols affixed to objects 
proximate to said bar code symbol reading engine and producing symbol character data 
representative of such bar code symbols; and 

a data transmission subsystem, operably coupled to said bar code reading engine, for 
communicating said symbol character data to a communication interface of a host system over a 
communication link therebetween; 

wherein said data transmission subsystem implements a plurality of different 
communication interfaces, and wherein, during an interface configuration mode of operation, 
said data transmission subsystem automatically cycles though at least one of said plurality of 
different communication interfaces, whereby, for a given communication interface, said data 
transmission subsystem selectively activates the given communication interface while disabling 
the other communication interfaces and tests the communication link between the given 
communication interface and the host system to ascertain 

if the given communication interface corresponds to the communication interface of the host 
system. 

Though claim 1 of the patent recites the whole bar code reading system, claim 21 
of the instant applicant recites the data transmission subsystem which is embraced by 
the limitations set forth in claim 1 of the '549 patent. 

As can be seen, the patent protections have been granted to the earlier filed 
application. 

Claim 22 is rejected in view of claim 2 of the '549 patent in that they both recite: 
"wherein said interface configuration mode of operation is carried out when the device is 
initially powered up". ■ 

Claim 23 is rejected in view of claim 3 of the '549 patent in that they both 

I 

recite: "wherein, in said interface configuration mode of operation, upon detecting that 

} 

said given communication interface corresponds to the communication, interface of the 
host system, the interface configuration mode of operation ends, thereby enabling 
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subsequent data communication between said bar code symbol reading device and the 
host system over the given communication interface". 

Claim 24 is rejected in view of claim 4 of the '549 patent in that they both recite:" 
wherein said host system is selected from the group comprising: an electronic cash 
register system, a data collection device, and a data storage and/or processing device". 

Claim 25 is rejected in view of claim 5 of the '549 patent in that they both recites: 
"wherein at least one communication interface implemented by said data transmission 
system and the communication interface of the host system provides a wireless data 
link between the device and the host system". 

Claim 26 is rejected in view of claim 6 of the '549 patent in that they both recite:" 
wherein said wireless data link is selected from the group comprising: an infra-red link, a 
Bluetooth RF link, and an IEEE 802.11b RF link". 

Claim 27 is rejected in view of claim 7 of the '549 patent in that they both recite: 
"wherein at least one communication interface implemented by said data transmission 
system and the communication interface of the host system provides a wired serial data 
link between the device and the host system". 

Claim 28 is rejected in view of claim 8 of the '549 patent in that they both recite: 
"wherein said wired serial data link is selected from the group comprising: a keyboard 
wedge link, an RS-232 link, USB link, an IEEE 1394 link, an RS-422 link, and a RS-485 
link". 
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Claim 29 is rejected in view of claim 9 of the '549 patent in that they both recite: 
"wherein at least one communication interface implemented by said data transmission 
system and the communication interface of the host system provides a wired parallel 
data bus". 

Claim 30 is rejected in view of claim 10 of the '549 patent in that they both recite: 
"wherein at least one communication interface implemented by the data transmission 
system of the device and the communication interface of the host system provides a 
wired communication link selected from the group comprising: an OCIA link, an IBM 
46XX link, a Light Pen Emulation link, and a LTPN link". 

Claim 31 is rejected in view of claim 14 of the '549 patent in that they both recite: 
"wherein said data transmission subsystem maintains a status register that stores 
information related to the establishment of a communication link between said data 
transmission subsystem and the host system over a specific interface implemented by 
said data transmission subsystem, and wherein, in the interface configuration mode of 
operation, said data transmission subsystem reads said information stored in said 
status register to ascertain if the given communication interface corresponds to the 
communication interface of the host system". 

Claims 56-58 are rejected in view of claims 1-3 of the '549 patent respectively. 
Though the claim languages are not identical, they essentially recite the same 
limitations. 
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Claim 59 is rejected in view of claim 4 of the '549 patent. The examiner 
considers the "electronic cash register system" to be a POS system. 

Claim 60 is rejected in view of claim 5 of the '549 patent. 

Claim 61 is rejected in view of claim 6 of the '549 patent. 

Claim 62 is rejected in view of claim 7 of the '549 patent. 

Claim 63 is rejected in view of claim 8 of the '549 patent. 

Claim 64 is rejected in view of claim 9 of the '549 patent. 

Claim 65 is rejected in view of claim 10 of the '549 patent. 

Claim 66 is rejected in view of claim 1 1 of the '549 patent. 

Claim 67 is rejected in view of claim 12 of the '549 patent. 

Claim 68 is rejected in view of claim 13 of the '549 patent. 

Claim 69 is rejected in view of claim 14 of the '549 patent. 

Claim 70 is rejected in view of claim 1 5 of the '549 patent. 

Claim 71 is rejected in view of claim 16 of the '549 patent. 

Claim 72 is rejected in view of claim 17 of the '549 patent. 

Claim 73 is rejected in view of claim 18 of the '549 patent. 

Claim 74 is rejected in view of claim 19 of the '549 patent. 
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Claim 75 is rejected in view of claim 20 of the '549 patent. 



Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thien M. Le whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
2396. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 7:30am - 
4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G. Lee can be reached on (571) 272-2398. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Le, Thien Minh 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2876 
February 18, 2005 



